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Sommario/riassunto What is complexity? The present work will offer a description of
complex systems based on two general principles: juxtaposition of
similar units and then integration of these units, once modified, into
structures at a higher level of which they become parts. As in a mosaic,
however, these parts within the higher level or structure, retain some
independent properties and autonomy. The model is based directly on
observations of living organisms: cells or organs retain their autonomy
functioning within a given organism, and individual organisms have
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autonomy when functioning as part of a population or society.
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This book describes the educational experiences and linguistic
outcomes of students in Chicago, Illinois, who are attending one of the
oldest Spanish-English dual immersion schools in the United States.
The author follows a group of students during fifth grade and again
during eighth grade, documenting their Spanish use and proficiency as
well as how Spanish and English intersect with the ongoing production
of their identities.
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