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When aid to the Third World actually works it is usually on such a small
scale that it makes little impact on the world's problems. Can demands
for generalizable actions be reconciled with location-specific solutions?
The Critical Villager considers how community-based technical aid can
be made more effective and sustainable. Calling for development
workers, policy makers and researchers to put themselves in the place
of the intended beneficiaries of aid, it suggests concrete principles for
action and research. It argues that participatory research and 'transfer
of technology' should not be regarded as rival models for development
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but rather as complementary components in a single process of
effective aid.
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Preliminary Material -- Preface -- Gins and Arakawa, or The Passage to
Materialism / Jean-Jacques Lecercle -- Endless House—Architectural
Body / Jed Rasula -- Architecture and Poetic Efficacy Architectural
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and in Literature: Wordsworth talks to Arakawa and Gins / Fionn C.
Bennett -- How Architecture Became Biotopian: From Meta-Biology to
Causal Networks in Arakawa and Gins’ Architectural Body / Joshua
Schuster -- Architectural Body as Generative Utopia? / Francoise Kral --
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Architecture and Philosophy: New Perspectives on the Work of Arakawa
and Madeline Gins is a collection of essays on the work of artist-
architects Arakawa and Madeline Gins and in particular their book
Architectural Body (2000). The essays approach their cutting edge and
ambitious project to design 'an architecture against death' from various



angles and disciplines including aesthetics, architecture, linguistics,
philosophy. The papers retrace the place of Architectural Body in the
aesthetic landscape of art at the turn of the 21st century and assess the
utopian stance of their work.



