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"Most of the chapters of this volume come from a larger collection of
papers produced for a conference held in 2000 under the auspices of
the Research Programme 'Poverty and Prosperity in Africa: Local and
Global Perspectives' at the Nordic Africa Institute, Uppsala, Sweden"--
Pref.
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Modernization in Africa has created new problems as well as new
freedoms. Multiparty democracy, resource privatization and changing
wealth relationships, have not always created stable and prosperous
communities, and violence continues to be endemic in many areas of
African life - from civil war and political strife to violent clashes

between genders, generations, classes and ethnic groups. Violence and
Belonging explores the crucial formative role of violence in shaping
people's ideas of who they are in uncertain postcolonial contexts

where, as resources dwindle and wealth is con



