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This book contains the most detailed and comprehensive statement of
Homa Katouzian's theory of arbitrary state and society in Iran, and its
applications to Iranian history and politics, both modern and
traditional. Every chapter is a study of its own specific topics while
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being firmly a part of the whole argument. The discussions include
close comparisons with the history of Europe to demonstrate the
diversities of the logic and sociology of Iranian history from their
European counterparts. Being the first modern theory of Iranian history,
it is highly regarded by Iranian historians and social


