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Before imagination became the transcendent and creative faculty
promoted by the Romantics, it was for something quite different. Not
reserved to a privileged few, imagination was instead considered a
universal ability that each person could direct in practical ways. To
imagine something meant to form in the mind a replica of a thing—its
taste, its sound, and other physical attributes. At the end of the
Renaissance, there was a movement to encourage individuals to
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develop their ability to imagine vividly. Within their private mental
space, a space of embodied, sensual thought, they could meditate,
pray, or philosophize. Gradually, confidence in the self-directed
imagination fell out of favor and was replaced by the belief that the
few—an elite of writers and teachers—should control the imagination of
the many. This book seeks to understand what imagination meant in
early modern Europe, particularly in early modern France, before the
Romantic era gave the term its modern meaning. The author explores
the themes surrounding early modern notions of imagination (including
hostility to imagination) through the writings of such figures as
Descartes, Montaigne, Francois de Sales, Pascal, the Marquise de
Sévigné, Madame de Lafayette, and Fénelon.
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This SpringerBrief investigates the performance of semi-blind
independent component analysis (ICA) based equalization and carrier
frequency offset estimation approaches (CFO) for a number of
orthogonal frequency division multiplexing (OFDM) based wireless
communication systems. It provides a comprehensive overview of the
challenges of channel equalization and frequency synchronization for
different wireless systems. The authors present the wireless
communication channel and system models. Key existing CFO
estimation methods are reviewed, along with a number of the training
based and non-training based (blind) channel estimation methods. This
is followed by a study of ICA and its applications to OFDM-based
wireless communication systems. Later chapters provide a detailed
description of recent research on semi-blind CFO estimation and ICA
based equalization approaches for various wireless communication
systems including multiple-input multiple-output (MIMO) OFDM and
coordinated multipoint (CoMP) systems. Semi-blind CFO estimation and
equalization structures provide a spectrum-efficient and high-
performance solution for high speed wireless communications. This
book is suitable for postgraduate students, researchers or
professionals in the area of wireless communications.



