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The study and practice of risk analysis, risk management, and the
communication of risk has been the subject of heated debates. This is
no less so when law is added to the mix. Despite the law's constant
search for certainty, the concept of risk itself is inherently uncertain.
From the precautionary principle to the role of research ethics boards,
risk remains a value-laden term, difficult to define and even more
difficult to address. This book looks at law and risk in a variety of
contexts and provides insight into how courts use and interpret risk
and how the law allocates risk, as well as examining the regulation of
risky activities. To demonstrate the linkages between law and risk, the
essays tackle some difficult topics, including dangerous offenders, sex
offender notification, drug courts, genetic research, pesticide use, child
pornography, and tobacco advertising. This careful consideration of
whether the law adequately and appropriately responds to risk will be
of interest to students and scholars of law and the social sciences, as
well as to law practitioners and lawmakers.


