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Between Poverty and the Pyre examines the history of the experience of
widowhood across different cultures. It brings together a collection of
essays by historians, anthropologists and philologists. The book shows
how difficult it is to define the 'typical’ widow, as the experiences of
these women have differed so widely, not simply because of their
different time periods and locations, but also becuase of their varying
legal and religious status and economic conditions. The study is diverse
with subjects ranging from: *Hindu wives who followed their husbands

to the pyre *
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Includes bibliographical references (p. [229]-233) and index.

Introduction: Investigating the medieval family -- The late Roman
family and transition to the Middle Ages -- The family in the medieval
West -- The family in the Byzantine East -- The family in the Islamic
world -- The Jewish family in the Middle Ages -- The physical
environment of the medieval family -- Grooms and brides, husbands
and wives, fathers and mothers -- Children and the family -- Religion
and the family -- Families, labor, and the laboring family -- The family
as rhetorical device : traditional, transitional, and non-traditional
families.
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Through the use of images, diagrams, and detailed descriptions, this
book enables readers to appreciate how the construction, design, and
function of famous structures inform our understanding of societies of
the past. Buildings and Landmarks of Medieval Europe: The Middle
Ages Revealed makes use of significant buildings as "representative
structures" to provide insight into specific cultures, historical periods,
or topics of the Middle Ages. The explanations of these buildings'
construction, original intended use and change over time, and design
elements allow readers to better comprehend what life in European
societies of the past was like, covering social, political, economic, and
intellectual perspectives. Readers will be able to apply what they learn
from the discussions of the structures to improve their understanding
of the historical period as well as their skills of observation and
assessment needed to analyze these landmark structures and draw
meaningful conclusions about their context and significance. The
book's supporting features-a chronology, biographical appendix,
glossary, and subject index-help researchers in successfully
completing their papers or projects.



