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An introductory tour into the stranger-than-fiction world of genetic
engineering, a scientific realm inhabited by eager researchers intent
upon fashioning a prodigious medley of genetically modified (GM)
organisms to serve human needs.
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Introduction - The scientific imaginary in visual culture -- Part .

History and philosophy -- How to depict life: a short history of the
imagination of human interiority -- Reflecting imaginaries: science and
society in the movies -- Reappraising futurist mechanical art --
Philosophical interlude -- the posthuman predicament -- Part Il. Media
-- Cinematic fantasies of becoming-cyborg -- Video ergo sum: video
art as symbolic form -- Enactive media: a dialogue between psychology
and art -- The positive potential of IVF in visual culture -- Part Ill.

Bioart -- Our cells/Our selves: sexual politics in bioart -- Exploring
mixed realities and scientific visualisations in art/science collaborations
-- Knit two together: 'Art/Science collaborations' in bioHome. The
chromosome knitting project -- On the contributors

Popular media, art and science are intricately interlinked in
contemporary visual culture. This book analyses the >scientific
imaginary« that is the result of the profound effects of science upon the
imagination, and conversely, of the imagination in and upon science.



As scientific developments in genetics, information technology and
cybernetics open up new possibilities of intervention in human lives,
cultural theorists have explored the notion of the sposthumanc<. The
Scientific Imaginary in Visual Culture analyses figurations of the »
posthumanc< in history and philosophy, as well as in its utopian and
dystopian forms in art and popular culture. The authors thus address
the blurring boundaries between art and science in diverse media like
science fiction film, futurist art, video art and the new phenomenon of »
bio-art<. In their evaluations of the scientific imaginary in visual culture,
the authors engage critically with current scientific and technological
concerns.



