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''Art and Belief'' explores communication between faiths through an
examination of contemporary artistic practice. The book discusses how
a range of artists formulate their worldview and what motivates them to
engage in dialogue. These artists are engaged in a wide range of
artistic forms and practice and come to dialogue from diverse religious
positions. The aim of the book is to question the assumptions of
interreligious dialogue as a largely intellectual exercise in defining the
religious ""other"" and to explore dialogue as a manifestation of
interpersonal ethics.
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With the rapid advances in computing and Internet technologies, an
integrated and collaborative environment, which is based on the
complementary functions of concurrent engineering and Internet-based
collaborative engineering, is imperative for companies to facilitate and
expedite the product realization processes. Topics such as concurrent
and collaborative engineering, feature-based design and
manufacturing, evolutionary computational techniques such as Tabu
Search, Simulated Annealing, Genetic Algorithms features, intelligent
and computer-aided process planning are important strategies and
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While fads such as hula hoops or streaking are usually dismissed as
silly enthusiasms, trends in institutions such as education, business,
medicine, science, and criminal justice are often taken seriously, even
though their popularity and usefulness is sometimes short-lived.
Institutional fads such as open classrooms, quality circles, and multiple
personality disorder are constantly making the rounds, promising
astonishing new developments-novel ways of teaching reading or
arithmetic, better methods of managing businesses, or improved
treatments for disease. Some of these trends prove to be lasting
innovations, but others-after absorbing extraordinary amounts of time
and money-are abandoned and forgotten, soon to be replaced by other
new schemes. In this pithy, intriguing, and often humorous book, Joel
Best-author of the acclaimed Damned Lies and Statistics-explores the
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range of institutional fads, analyzes the features of our culture that
foster them, and identifies the major stages of the fad cycle-emerging,
surging, and purging. Deconstructing the ways that this system plays
into our notions of reinvention, progress, and perfectibility, Flavors of
the Month examines the causes and consequences of fads and
suggests ways of fad-proofing our institutions.


