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Deborah Sawyer discusses this crucial yet unresolved question in the
context of contemporary and postmodern ideas about gender and
power, based on fresh examination of a number of texts from Hebrew
and Christian scripture. Such texts offer striking parallels to
contemporary gender theories (particularly those of Luce Irigaray and
Judith Butler), which have unravelled given notions of power and
constructed identity. Through the study of gender in terms of its
application by biblical writers as a theological strategy, we can observe
how these writers use female characters to undermine human masc
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This volume provides researchers and students of religion with an
indispensable reference work on the history, cultural impact, and
reshaping of Christianity in Japan. Divided into three parts, Part I
focuses on Christianity in Japanese history and includes studies of the
Roman Catholic mission in pre-modern Japan, the 'hidden Christian'
tradition, Protestant missions in the modern period, Bible translations,
and theology in Japan. Part II examines the complex relationship
between Christianity and various dimensions of Japanese society, such
as literature, politics, social welfare, education for women, and
interaction with other religious traditions. Part III focuses on resources
for the study of Christianity in Japan and provides a guide to archival
collections, research institutes, and bibliographies. Based on both
Japanese and Western scholarship, readers will find this volume to be a
fascinating and important guide.


