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Trade is an essential driver for sustained economic growth, and growth
is necessary for poverty reduction. In Sub-Saharan Africa, where three-
fourths of the poor live in rural areas, spurring growth and generating
income and employment opportunities is critical for poverty reduction
strategies. Seventy percent of the population lives in rural areas, where
livelihoods are largely dependent on the production and export of raw
agricultural commodities such as coffee, cocoa, and cotton, whose
prices in real terms have been steadily declining over the past decades.
The deterioration in the terms of



