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What activities did the women of ancient Greece perform in the sphere
of ritual, and what were the meanings of such activities for them and
their culture? By offering answers to these questions, this study aims to
recover and reconstruct an important dimension of the lived experience
of ancient Greek women. A comprehensive and sophisticated
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investigation of the ritual roles of women in ancient Greece, it draws on
a wide range of evidence from across the Greek world, including
literary and historical texts, inscriptions, and vase-paintings, to
assemble a portrait of women as religious and cultural agents, despite
the ideals of seclusion within the home and exclusion from public
arenas that we know restricted their lives. As she builds a picture of the
extent and diversity of women's ritual activity, Barbara Goff shows that
they were entrusted with some of the most important processes by
which the community guaranteed its welfare. She examines the ways in
which women's ritual activity addressed issues of sexuality and civic
participation, showing that ritual could offer women genuinely
alternative roles and identities even while it worked to produce wives
and mothers who functioned well in this male-dominated society.
Moving to more speculative analysis, she discusses the possibility of a
women's subculture focused on ritual and investigates the significance
of ritual in women's poetry and vase-paintings that depict women. She
also includes a substantial exploration of the representation of women
as ritual agents in fifth-century Athenian drama.
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This new edition covers the central concepts of practical optimization
techniques, with an emphasis on methods that are both state-of-the-
art and popular. Again a connection between the purely analytical
character of an optimization problem and the behavior of algorithms
used to solve the problem. As in the earlier editions, the material in this
fourth edition is organized into three separate parts. Part I is a self-
contained introduction to linear programming covering numerical
algorithms and many of its important special applications. Part II, which
is independent of Part I, covers the theory of unconstrained
optimization, including both derivations of the appropriate optimality
conditions and an introduction to basic algorithms. Part III extends the
concepts developed in the second part to constrained optimization
problems. It is possible to go directly into Parts II and III omitting Part I,
and, in fact, the book has been used in this way in many universities.
<new to="" this="" edition="" is="" a="" chapter="" devoted=""
conic="" linear="" programming,="" powerful="" generalization=""
of="" programming. ="" indeed,="" many="" structures="" are=""
possible="" and="" useful="" in="" variety="" applications. ="" it=""
must="" be="" recognized,="" however,="" that="" programming=""
an="" advanced="" topic,="" requiring="" special="" study. ="" other=""
important="" popular="" topics="" include="" (1)="" accelerated=""
steepest="" descent="" method="" exhibits="" superior=""
convergence="" properties="" (2)="" the="" alternating="" direction=""
with="" multipliers="" (admm)="" can="" implemented=""
distributionally. ="" proof="" property="" for="" both="" standard=""
methods="" presented="" 8,="" analysis="" admm="" 14="" as=""
dual="" method. ="" previous="" editions,="" end-of-chapter=""
exercises="" appear="" most="" chapters. From the reviews of the Third
Edition “….this very well-written book is a classic textbook in
Optimization. It should be present in the bookcase of each student,
researcher, and specialist from the host of disciplines from which
practical optimization applications are drawn.” (Jean-Jacques Strodiot,
Zentralblatt MATH, Vol.1207, 2011).
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