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In Writing After War, John Limon develops a theory of the relationship
of war in general to literature in general, in order to make sense of
American literary history in particular. Applying the work of war
theorists Carl von Clausewitz and Elaine Scarry, John Limon argues that
The Iliad inaugurates Western literature on the failure of war to be
duel-like, to have a beautiful form. War's failure is literature's
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justification. American literary history is demarcated by wars, as if
literary epochs, like the history of literature itself, required bloodshed
to commence. But in chapters on periods


