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In the wake of the financial crises of the late 1990's, there was a surge
of interest in the systematic assessment of financial sectors, with a
view to identifying vulnerabilities and evaluating the sector's
developmental needs. Consequently, there has been an increased
demand from financial sector authorities in many countries for
information on key issues and sound practices in the assessment of
financial systems and the appropriate design of policy responses. In
response, Financial Sector Assessment presents a general analytical
framework and broad guidance on approaches, methodologies and



