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This is the moving and improbable story of Claire Ferchaud, a young
French shepherdess who had visions of Jesus and gained national fame
as a modern-day Joan of Arc at the height of World War I. Claire
experienced her first vision after a childhood trauma in which her
mother locked her in a closet to break her stubborn willfulness. She
developed her visionary gifts with the aid of spiritual directors and, by
the age of twenty, she had come to believe that Jesus wanted France
consecrated to the Sacred Heart. Claire believed that if France
undertook this devotion, symbolized by adding the image of the Sacred
Heart to the French flag, it would enjoy rapid victory in the war. From
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her modest origins to her spectacular ascent, Claire's life and times are
deftly related with literary verve and insight in a book that gives a rare
view of the French countryside during the Great War.
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This book compromises 26 well-researched essays in honour of
Professor Verkijika G. Fanso, who retired in 2011 after over 36 years of
distinguished service at universities in Cameroon. Contributors include
colleagues, former students and close collaborators in Cameroon and
beyond. Contributions cover a wide range of issues related to the
contested histories, politics and practices of boundaries and frontiers
in Africa. These are themes on which Fanso has researched, published
and taught extensively, and earned international recognition as a
leading scholar. The book explores, inter alia, indigenous and
endogenous practices of boundary making in Africa; as well as colonial
and contemporary traditions, practices and conflicts on and around
frontiers. In particular focus, are disputed colonial boundaries between
Cameroon and its neighbours. Issues of intra- and inter-disciplinary
frontiers, politics and cultures are also addressed. The volume is
crowned by a farewell valedictory lecture by Fanso. Like Fanso and his
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rich repertoire of publications, this bumper harvest of essays is without
doubt, truly immortalising.


