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In this book, John Lea develops a broad historical and sociological
overview relating the rise and fall of effective crime control to different
types of social structures. It traces the process of modernisation and
industrialisation from the eighteenth to the mid twentieth centuries
which established the social preconditions for effective control and
management of criminality. In the early years of the present century it
is clear that these preconditions are now being progressively
undermined as industrial society undergoes profound changes in its
direction of development.
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