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Mary Esteve provides a study of crowd representations in American
literature from the antebellum era to the early twentieth century. As a
central icon of political and cultural democracy, the crowd occupies a
prominent place in the American literary and cultural landscape. Esteve
examines a range of writing by Poe, Hawthorne, Lydia Maria Child, Du
Bois, James, and Stephen Crane among others. These writers, she
argues, distinguish between the aesthetics of immersion in a crowd and
the mode of collectivity demanded of political-liberal subjects. In their
representations of everyday crowds, ranging from streams of urban
pedestrians to swarms of train travellers, from upper-class parties to
lower-class revivalist meetings, such authors seize on the political
problems facing a mass liberal democracy - problems such as the
stipulations of citizenship, nation formation, mass immigration and the
emergence of mass media. Esteve examines both the aesthetic and
political meanings of such urban crowd scenes.
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Byzantine art is normally explained as devotional, historical, highly
intellectualized, but this book argues for an experiential necessity for a
fuller, deeper, more ethical approach to this art. Written in response to
an exhibition the author curated at The Menil Collection in 2013, these
essays challenge us to search for novel ways to explore and interrogate

Autore Peers Glenn

Materiale a stampa

Monografia



the art of this distant culture. They marshal diverse disciplines-modern
art, environmental theory, anthropology-to argue that Byzantine
culture formed a special kind of Christian animism. While completely
foreign to our world, that animism still holds important lessons for
approaches to our own relations to the world. Mutual probings of
subject and art, of past and present, arise in these essays-some new
and some previously published-and new explanations therefore open
up that will interest historians of art, museum professionals, and
anyone interested in how art makes and remakes the world.
Byzantine art is normally explained as devotional, historical, highly
intellectualized, but this book argues for an experiential necessity for a
fuller, deeper, more ethical approach to this art. Written in response to
an exhibition the author curated at The Menil Collection in 2013, this
monograph challenges us to search for novel ways to explore and
interrogate the art of this distant culture. They marshal diverse
disciplines-modern art, environmental theory, anthropology-to argue
that Byzantine culture formed a special kind of Christian animism.
While completely foreign to our world, that animism still holds
important lessons for approaches to our own relations to the world.
Mutual probings of subject and art, of past and present, arise in these
essays-some new and some previously published-and new
explanations therefore open up that will interest historians of art,
museum professionals, and anyone interested in how art makes and
remakes the world.


