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We define our conscious experience by constructing narratives about
ourselves and the people with whom we interact. Narrative pervades
our lives--conscious experience is not merely linked to the number and
variety of personal stories we construct with each other within a
cultural frame, but is subsumed by them. The claim, however, that
narrative constructions are essential to conscious experience is not
useful or informative unless we can also begin to provide a distinct,
organized, and empirically consistent explanation for narrative in
relation to consciousness. Understanding the role of nar
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