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This book addresses, and at the same time reflects, the impact of Max
Weber on both the social sciences and on critical theory's critique of the
social sciences. Weber's conception of 'vocation' is a guiding thread
unifying concerns about the nature, scope and limits of theoretical
thinking among social scientists, whether supportive or critical of
Weber. Not surprisingly, the source of many of these concerns, whether
intended or unintended, biographical or situational, is the ambiguous
legacy of Weber himself. Wilson's interrogation of Weber's thought in
articles and essays over the past 30 years, supplemented by Kemple's
insights, makes a strong case for the claim that we do indeed live in
'the age of Weber'.


