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This magisterial study proposes a revised and innovative view of the
political history of Renaissance Italy. Drawing on comparative examples
from across the peninsula and the kingdoms of Sicily, Sardinia and
Corsica, an international team of leading scholars highlights the
complexity and variety of the Italian world from the fourteenth to early
sixteenth centuries, surveying the mosaic of kingdoms, principalities,
signorie and republics against a backdrop of wider political themes
common to all types of state in the period. The authors address the
contentious problem of the apparent weakness of the Italian
Renaissance political system. By repositioning the Renaissance as a
political, rather than simply an artistic and cultural phenomenon, they
identify the period as a pivotal moment in the history of the state, in
which political languages, practices and tools, together with political
and governmental institutions, became vital to the evolution of a
modern European political identity.
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New technologies mean library and information science is currently
characterised by fast-paced change, with staff needing to be flexible in
adapting and adopting new skills and levels of awareness. New
developments need to be marketed and evaluated, and these are
additional skills for information professionals to adopt. Findings of a
research project carried out at Liverpool John Moores University into
the marketing and management of e-journals demonstrate the need for
LIS professionals to develop marketing and evaluation skills and
strategies for new technologies. Other emerging skills in the



