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Part 1: A new figure -- Part 2: Accidental philosophy -- Part 3: The
character of the accidental philosopher.

Michel de Montaigne, the inventor of the essay, has always been
acknowledged as a great literary figure but has never been thought of
as a philosophical original. This book treats Montaigne as a serious
thinker in his own right, taking as its point of departure Montaigne's
description of himself as 'an unpremeditated and accidental
philosopher'. Whereas previous commentators have treated Montaigne's
Essays as embodying a scepticism harking back to classical sources,
Ann Hartle offers an account that reveals Montaigne's thought to be
dialectical, transforming sceptical doubt into wonder at the most
familiar aspects of life. This major reassessment of a much admired but
also much underestimated thinker will interest a wide range of
historians of philosophy as well as scholars in comparative literature,
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Knocking on Heaven's Door is the oldest human dream that seems
unrealized still. Religious discourse does show the road, but it requires
a blind faith in return. In this book logicians try to hear Heaven's Call
and to analyze religious discourse. As a result, the notion of religious



logic as a part of philosophical logic is introduced. Its tasks are (1) to
construct consistent logical systems formalizing religious reasoning
that at first sight seems inconsistent (this research is fulfilled within the
limits of modal logic, paraconsistent logic and many-valued logic), (2)
to carry out an illocutionary analysis of religious discourse (this
research is fulfilled in frames of illocutionary logics), and (3) to
formalize Ancient and Medieval logical theories used in the theology of
an appropriate religion (they could be studied within the limits of
unconventional logics, such as non-monotonic logics, non-well-
founded logics, etc.).



