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Frederick Douglass, Sojourner Truth, Martin Delany--these figures
stand out in the annals of black protest for their vital antislavery
efforts. But what of the rest of their generation, the thousands of other
free blacks in the North? Patrick Rael explores the tradition of protest
and sense of racial identity forged by both famous and lesser-known
black leaders in antebellum America and illuminates the ideas that
united these activists across a wide array of divisions. In so doing, he
reveals the roots of the arguments that still resound in the struggle for
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