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This book convincingly challenges both the extremely short historical
memory of most postcolonial work and the all-too-insularly English
world still conjured by period specialists. Hogarthian whores and Grub
Street hacks, coffee houses and fashionable pastimes, and the
burgeoning of print culture all stand revealed as intimately bound to
portents of plantation insurgency, agitation for abolition, and the vast
fortunes produced by the labouring bodies of the poor, the colonized,
and the enslaved. Eighteenth-century studies has never appeared in a
more engaged and fascinating light.'
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