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In recent years, the Qur'n has come to the forefront of scholarly
investigations in Islamic studies. However, the traditional interpretation
of the book, commonly termed tafsr, remains a vast, virtually untapped
field of investigation. Many Muslims tend to ignore the material, seeing
it as a storehouse of traditional restraints, and scholars frequently
gloss over its importance as a historical record of the Muslim
community, not appreciating the depth and breadth of the literature.
The essays gathered here expose and explore various aspects of the
field of tafsr, and their potential for scholarly research.
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Historical understanding of life's beginnings / John Or -- From big

bang to primordial planet : setting the stage for the origin of life / Alan
W. Schwartz and Sherwood Chang -- Formation of the building blocks
of life / Stanley L. Miller and Antonio Lazcano -- From building blocks
to the polymers of life / James P. Ferris -- The origin of biological
information / Leslie E. Orgel -- When did life begin? / J. William Schopf.

Always a controversial and compelling topic, the origin of life on Earth



was considered taboo as an area of inquiry for science as recently as
the 1950's. Since then, however, scientists working in this area have
made remarkable progress, and an overall picture of how life emerged
is coming more clearly into focus. We now know, for example, that the
story of life's origin begins not on Earth, but in the interiors of distant
stars. This book brings a summary of current research and ideas on
life's origin to a wide audience. The contributors, all of whom received
the Oparin/Urey Gold Medal of the International Society for the Study of
the Origin of Life, are luminaries in the fields of chemistry,

paleobiology, and astrobiology, and in these chapters they discuss their
life's work: understanding the what, when, and how of the early
evolution of life on Earth. Presented in nontechnical language and
including a useful glossary of scientific terms, Life's Origin gives a
state-of-the-art encapsulation of the fascinating work now being done
by scientists as they begin to characterize life as a hatural outcome of
the evolution of cosmic matter.



