
UNINA99107830155033211. Record Nr.

Titolo A people born to slavery [[electronic resource] ] : Russia in early modern
European ethnography, 1476-1748 / / Marshall T. Poe

Pubbl/distr/stampa Ithaca [N.Y.], : Cornell University Press, 2000

ISBN 0-8014-7470-1

Descrizione fisica 1 online resource (307 p.)

Collana Studies of the Harriman Institute

Disciplina 947

Soggetti Public opinion - Europe
Russia Foreign public opinion, European
Russia Relations Europe
Europe Relations Russia

Lingua di pubblicazione Inglese

Formato

Livello bibliografico

Note generali Bibliographic Level Mode of Issuance: Monograph

Nota di bibliografia

Nota di contenuto

Includes bibliographical references (p. 239-281) and index.

Sommario/riassunto

Front matter -- Contents -- Acknowledgments -- A Note on
Abbreviations -- INTRODUCTION. The History of "Russian Tyranny" --
CHAPTER 1. TERRA INCOGNITA -- CHAPTER 2. LEGATUS AD
MOSCOVIAM -- CHAPTER 3. NECESSARIUM MALUM -- CHAPTER 4.
RERUM MOSCOVITICARUM -- CHAPTER 5. TYRANNIS SINE TYRANNO --
CHAPTER 6. SIMPLEX DOMINATUS -- CHAPTER 7. WAS MUSCOVY A
DESPOTISM? -- APPENDIX -- BIBLIOGRAPHY 1 -- BIBLIOGRAPHY 2 --
BIBLIOGRAPHY 3 -- BIBLIOGRAPHY 4 -- Index
Many Americans and Europeans have for centuries viewed Russia as a
despotic country in which people are inclined to accept suffering and
oppression. What are the origins of this stereotype of Russia as a
society fundamentally apart from nations in the West, and how accurate
is it? In the first book devoted to answering these questions, Marshall
T. Poe traces the roots of today's perception of Russia and its people to
the eyewitness descriptions of sixteenth- and seventeenth-century
European travelers. His fascinating account-the most complete review
of early modern European writings about Russia ever undertaken-
explores how the image of "Russian tyranny" took hold in the popular
imagination and eventually became the basis for the notion of "Oriental
Despotism" first set forth by Montesquieu. Poe, the preeminent scholar
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of these valuable primary sources, carefully assesses their reliability. He
argues convincingly that although the foreigners exaggerated the
degree of Russian "slavery," they accurately described their encounters
and correctly concluded that the political culture of Muscovite
autocracy was unlike that of European kingship. With his findings, Poe
challenges the notion that all Europeans projected their own fantasies
onto Russia. Instead, his evidence suggests that many early travelers
produced, in essence, reliable ethnographies, not works of exotic
"Orientalism."


