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This book offers a reappraisal of the kingship and politics of the reign
of Edward VI, the third Tudor king of England who reigned from the age
of nine in 1547 until his death in 1553. The reign has often been
interpreted as a period of political instability, mainly because of
Edward's age, but this account challenges the view that the king's
minority was a time of political faction. It shows how Edward was
shaped and educated from the start for adult kingship, and how
Edwardian politics evolved to accommodate a maturing and able young
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king. The book also explores the political values of the men around the
king, and tries to reconstruct the relationships of family and
association that bound together the governing elite in the king's
Council, his court, and in the universities. It also assesses the impact of
Edward's reign on Elizabethan politics.


