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One popular image of the interwar years portrays the period as a time
of depression, deprivation and decay. However, much recent work has
tended to take, on balance, a more optimistic view of social conditions.
In this pamphlet Dr Constantine examines the basis for such
conclusions by reviewing the changing employment porspects for
manual and non-manual workers, levels of family expenditure on food,
consumer goods and leisure activities, the extent and causes of
poverty, the quality of interwar housing and the records of the nation's
health. The effects on living standards of demographic chang
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