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Maya people have lived for thousands of years in the mountains and
forests of Guatemala, but they lost control of their land, becoming serfs
and refugees, when the Spanish invaded in the sixteenth century. Under
the Spanish and the Guatemalan non-Indian elites, they suffered
enforced poverty as a resident source of cheap labor for non-Maya
projects, particularly agriculture production. Following the CIA-induced
coup that toppled Guatemala's elected government in 1954, their
misery was exacerbated by government accommodation to United
States ""interests,"" which promoted crops for export a


