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How did our universe begin? An understanding of the development of
the early universe brings together the subjects of particle physics,
astrophysics, and cosmology. This text involves the student in this
rapidly growing field of research. - ;The last years have seen a
symbiosis of the fields of elementary particle physics and the
astrophysics of the early universe. This text presents the background of
the subjects and the latest developments at a level suitable for final
year undergraduates and beginning graduate students. The first
chapters cover the properties and interactions of elementary



