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Sommario/riassunto "The present volume contains the papers that were read at the third
international colloquium, "Aspects of the Medieval Animal Epic",
organized at Leuven (Belgium) by the "Instituut voor Middeleeuwse
Studies" from May 15 to 17, 1972. The colloquium's theme, drawn this
time from literary history, was chosen for the following reasons: 1. The
importance and wide circulation of the animal epic and related minor
genres, such as animal fable and animal tale, in medieval literature; 2.
The many ties between this genre and similar literary manifestations
from Antiquity and the East; 3. The striking correspondence of certain
data and elements to various components of other areas of culture,
such as folklore, anthropology, philology, iconography, toponymy and
anthroponymy, etc. ... It was also our intention to show, in the purely
literary sphere, the medieval animal epic to full advantage both in the
learned Latin literature and in the various vernacular literatures of
Western Europe." - preface.
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This book examines the coding of the three coordination relations of
combination, contrast and alternative between states of affairs on the
basis of a 74 language sample, with special focus on the languages
spoken in Europe. It constitutes the first systematic inquiry so far
conducted on the cross-linguistic coding of coordination, as defined in
cognitive and pragmatic terms. This research shows that the 'and-but-
or' coding system which is typical of Central-Western Europe appears
to be extremely rare outside Europe, where a great variation in the
coding of coordination is attested. This cross-linguistic variation,
however, is not random, but is crucially constrained by the interaction
of economic principles with the semantic properties of the individual
relations expressed. A fine-grained functional systematization of
coordination is proposed and described by means of implicational
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patterns and semantic maps. This work brings together a broad cross-
linguistic perspective and a detailed semantic analysis, largely based on
new and comparable data collected by means of questionnaires, all
accessible in the appendix of the book. It represents the first
systematic attempt towards a unified typology of coordination
relations.


