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In Colonial America, the lives of white immigrant, black slave, and
American Indian women intersected. Economic, religious, social, and
political forces all combined to induce and promote European
colonization and the growth of slavery and the slave trade during this
period. This volume provides the essential overview of American
women's lives in the seventeenth century, as the dominant European
settlers established their patriarchy. Women were essential to the
existence of a new patriarchal society, most importantly because they
were necessary for its reproduction. In addition to their roles
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