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The outbreak of the French Revolution and the Industrial Revolution at
the turn of the nineteenth century transformed the world and ushered
in the modern age, whose currents challenged the traditional political
order and the prevailing religious establishment.  The new secular
framework presented a potential threat to the papal leadership of the
Catholic community, which was profoundly affected by the rush
towards modernization.  In the nineteenth century the transnational
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church confronted a world order dominated by the national state, until
the emergence of globalization towards the close of


