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The Politics of Moralizing issues a stern warning about the risks of
speaking, writing, and thinking in a manner too confident about one's
own judgments and asks, "'Can a clear line be drawn between
dogmatism and simple certainty and indignation?"™ Bennett and
Shapiro enter the debate by questioning what has become a popular,
even pervasive, cultural narrative told by both the left and the right: the
story of the West's moral decline, degeneration, or confusion.
Contributors explore the dynamics and dilemmas of moralizing by
advocates of patriotism, environmental protection, and wom
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Co-published by the University of British Columbia, Academic Women's
Association.

Includes bibliographical references (p. [165]-174) and index.

Front Matter -- Contents -- Foreword -- Preface -- Acknowledgments
-- Schools of Sympathy -- Clarissa: Novel as Trial -- The Scarlet Letter
and "The Spectacle of the Scaffold” -- Changing Places: Gender and
Identity in The Portrait of a Lady -- "A Thousand Pities": The Reader
and Tess of the d'Urbervilles -- "Back Talk": The Work of Margaret
Atwood and Angela Carter -- Postscript -- Notes -- Bibliography --
Index

Roberts argues that Clarissa's, Hester's, Isabel's, and Tess's "heroism
or "greatness" is measured not by her actions but by the extent to
which others are moved by her. Therefore, the character cannot be
studied without studying the response she generates, which, in these



novels, is sympathy. Roberts asserts that each of the novels can be
understood as a school of sympathy, through which we learn to behave
and feel as gendered subjects, and that our response to the heroine is
as carefully crafted as the character herself. Schools of Sympathy
addresses issues of masochism, female victimization, the power of
passive seduction, and the possibilities of heroism. As a counterpoint
to these eighteenth- and nineteenth-century male perspectives,
Roberts examines works by Margaret Atwood and Angela Carter that
explicitly address these issues.



