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This study of the development of education in the British West Indian
colonies during the last half of the nineteenth century examines the
educational policies and curriculum used in schools following the
abolition of slavery. During this period the nature and development of
the educational system in the region was profoundly affected by the
decline of the sugar industry, the emergence of black and coloured
middle classes and the threat they posed to the ruling white elite, and
the institutionalization of cultural divisions between the black and
white populations. Bacchus argues that after
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