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The interconnections of time with historical thought and knowledge
have come powerfully to the fore since the 1970s. An international
group of scholars, from a range of fields including literary theory,
history of ideas, cultural anthropology, philosophy, intellectual history
and theology, philology, and musicology, address the matter of time
and temporalities.The volume's essays, divided into four main topical
groups question critically the key problem of context, connecting it to
the problem of time. Contexts, the essays suggest, are not timeless.
Time and its contexts are only partly "given" to us: to the primordial
donations of time and world correspond our epistemic, moral, and
practical modes of receiving what has been granted. The notion of
context may have radically different parameters in different historical,
cultural, and disciplinary situations. Topics include the deep antiquity,
and the timeless time of eternity, as well as formal philosophies of
history and the forms of histories implicit in individual and community
experience. The medium specific use of time and history are examined
with regard to song, image, film, oral narration, and legal discourse.


