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International Conference on Rough Sets, Fuzzy Sets, Data Mining, and
Granular Computing, RSFDGrC 2005, organized at the University of
Regina, August 31st–September 3rd, 2005. This conference followed in
the footsteps of international events devoted to the subject of rough
sets, held so far in Canada, China, Japan, Poland, Sweden, and the USA.
RSFDGrC achieved the status of biennial international conference,
starting from 2003 in Chongqing, China. The theory of rough sets,
proposed by Zdzis law Pawlak in 1982, is a model of approximate
reasoning. The main idea is based on indiscernibility relations that
describe indistinguishability of objects. Concepts are represented by -
proximations. In applications, rough set methodology focuses on
approximate representation of knowledge derivable from data. It leads
to significant results in many areas such as finance, industry,
multimedia, and medicine. The RSFDGrC conferences put an emphasis
on connections between rough sets and fuzzy sets, granular
computing, and knowledge discovery and data mining, both at the level
of theoretical foundations and real-life applications. In the case of this
event, additional effort was made to establish a linkage towards a
broader range of applications. We achieved it by including in the
conference program the workshops on bioinformatics, security
engineering, and embedded systems, as well as tutorials and sessions
related to other application areas.
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Fire, both inevitable and ubiquitous, plays a crucial role in North
American ecosystems. But as necessary as fire is to maintaining healthy
ecosystems, it threatens human lives and livelihoods in unacceptable
ways. This volume explores the rich yet largely uncharted terrain at the
intersection of fire policy, fire science, and fire management in order to
find better ways of addressing this pressing dilemma. Written in clear
language, it will help scientists, policy makers, and the general public,
especially residents of fire-prone areas, better understand where we
are today in regard to coping with wildfires, how we got here, and
where we need to go. Drawing on abundant historical and analytic
information to shed new light on current controversies, Living with Fire
offers a dynamic new paradigm for coping with fire that recognizes its
critical environmental role. The book also tells how we can rebuild the
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important ecological and political processes that are necessary for
finding better ways to cope with fire and with other complex policy
dilemmas.


