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This work provides a sweeping historical analysis of the political
development of Western Europe in the late nineteenth and early
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twentieth century. Arguing that the evolution of most Western
European nations into liberal democracies, social democracies, or
fascist regimes was attributable to a discrete set of social class
alliances, the author explores the origins and outcomes of the political
development in the individual nations. In Britain, France, and
Switzerland, countries with a unified middle class, liberal forces
established political hegemony before World War I.


