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Book V of the Psalter (Psalms 107-150) divides into three, with the
Songs of the Ascents (120-134) as the central section, and the first and
third units following parallel structures (historical, Davidic,
alphabetical, Hallel psalms). The units are all compositions of the
Return period: 107-119 for the reconstruction of the Temple, 120-134
for Nehemiah's wall-building, 135-150 for Ezra's mission. Psalms 120-
134 follow the episodes of Nehemiah's 'memoir', in order. All three
groups show evidence of evening-morning alternation, and were
intended for festal use: 107-118 at the Passover of Ezra 6,
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pt. 1. In pursuit of Isa. 52:13-53:12 -- pt. 2. Isa. 52:13-53:12 :
identities in transition.
Isa. 52:13-53:12 has occupied a special position within Jewish and
Christian traditions, as well as within biblical scholarship. This book
focuses particularly on different ways of reading this text. Historical-
critical readings in the tradition after Bernhard Duhm are challenged. In
Duhmian readings of Isa. 52:13-53:12, Gottesknecht has become a
technical term, Ebed-Jahwe-Lied a genre, Stellvertretung an established
theological concept and “servant song research” a separate discipline
within biblical scholarship. After a critical presentation of the Duhmian
readings, three other ways of reading Isa. 52:13-53:12 based on
variations of linguistic theory are presented: one linguistic, one
narratological and one intertextual. These show in different manners
how the text is unstable, heterogeneous and composite. In these
readings, the trope of personification is central.
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