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No biblical historian is included in the standard dictionaries of
historians. Banks' study examines the boundaries as well as the links
that exists between history writing in biblical studies and the practice
of history in university departments of history. She argues that while
the influence of the profession of writing history is apparent, there are
countervailing forces as well. The presupposition that the Bible is a
book of history conditions the outcome of historical research in biblical
studies. Banks argues that Julius Wellhausen's history of Israel set in
motion the general tendency to



