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A. Kadir Yildirim and other scholars have used the term "Muslim
Democrat" to describe moderate Islamist political parties, suggesting a
parallel with Christian Democratic parties in Europe. These parties
(MDPs) are marked by their adherence to a secular political regime,
normative commitment to the rules of a democratic political system,
and the democratic political representation of a religious identity. In
this book, Yildirim draws on extensive field research in Turkey, Egypt,
and Morocco to examine this phenomenon and assess the interaction
of economic and political factors in the development of MDPs.
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Distinguishing between "competitive [economic] liberalization" and
"crony liberalization," he argues that MDPs are more likely to emerge
and succeed in the context of the former. He summarizes that the
broader implication is that the economic liberalization models adopted
by governments in the region in the wake of the Arab Spring have
significant implications for the future direction of party systems and
democratic reform.
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The Historia Romana was the most popular work on Roman history in
the Middle Ages. A highly interesting aspect of its transmission and
reception are its many redactions which bear witness to the continuous
development of the text in line with changing historical contexts. This
study presents the very first classification of such rewritings, and
produces new insights into historiographical discourse in the Middle
Ages. Drawing on an analysis of the paraphrase contained in the
manuscript Bamberg Hist. 3, which is edited here for the first time, the
author offers numerous examples of textual transformations of
language, style and ideology, all of which give us a clearer picture of
textual fluidity in medieval historiography.


