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Fast-paced economic growth in Southeast Asia from the late 1960's
until the mid-1990's brought increased attention to the overseas
Chinese as an economically successful diaspora and their role in this
economic growth. Events that followed, such as the transfer of Hong
Kong and Macau to the People's Republic of China, the election of a
non-KMT government in Taiwan, the Asian economic crisis and the
plight of overseas Chinese in Indonesia as a result, and the durability of
the Singapore economy during this same crisis, have helped to sustain
this attention.  The study of the overseas Chinese has


