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In this concentrated and detailed look at questions surrounding the act
of sacrifice, Dennis King Keenan discusses both the role and the
meaning of sacrifice in our lives. Building on recent
philosophical discussions on the gift and transcendence,
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Keenan covers new ground with this exploration of the religious,
psychological, and ethical issues that sacrifice entails. According to
Keenan, sacrifice is paradoxically called to sacrifice itself. But
what does this necessary, yet impossible condition mean
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Originally published: 2002.

Includes bibliographical references and index.

Introduction; I. LOVE POETRY; 1. Mistress and Metaphor in Augustan
Elegy; 2. Written Women: Propertius' scripta puella (2. 10-13); 3. The
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Elegiac Woman at Rome: Propertius Book 4; 4. Reading Female Flesh:
Ovid Amores 3. 1; 5. Taking the Woman's Part: Gender and Scholarship
on Love Elegy; Il. RECEPTION; 6. Meretrix regina: Augustan Cleopatras;
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In a highly accessible style, 'The Roman Mistress' makes an important
and original contribution simultaneously to feminist scholarship on
antiquity, the classical tradition and cultural studies.



