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Sommario/riassunto It is widely agreed that Protestant scholasticism influenced Kant's
thinking on the question of Divine Providence. But the nature and
extent of that influence have never been explored in detail. This is the
scholarly lacuna the present volume seeks to fill. It shows how Kant,
from his pre-Critical period onward, grappled with the concept of
Divine Providence, sought to subjectivize and naturalize it, and how
Protestant scholasticism played an important role, both positive and
negative, in this endeavor. It also makes clear how this critical
philosophical conversation gave rise to a powerful notion of the
progress of the human species — a vital part of the Enlightenment’s
enduring legacy. This study thus provides not only a unique
theological-philosophical overview of 18th-century speculation on the
question of Divine Providence; it also sheds important new light on the
significance of the German Enlightenment.



