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Pearly mussels (Unionoidea) live in lakes, rivers, and streams around
the world. These bivalves play important roles in freshwater ecosystems
and were once both culturally and economically valuable as sources of
food, pearls, and mother-of-pearl. Today, however, hundreds of
species of these mussels are extinct or endangered. David L. Strayer
provides a critical synthesis of the factors that control the distribution
and abundance of pearly mussels. Using empirical analyses and
models, he assesses the effects of dispersal, habitat quality, availability
of fish hosts, adequate food, predators, and parasites. He also
addresses conservation issues that apply to other inhabitants of fresh
waters around the globe and other pressing issues in contemporary
ecology.
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Sommario/riassunto This is a major contribution to our understanding of European
integration.It analyzes for the first time, in a highly systematic fashion,
European integration as transnational political society formation in a
common political space. Four conceptual chapters discuss different
approaches to studying European 'transnationalization' including
networks and socialization. Six empirical chapters provide in-depth
studies of different aspects of this process and policy fields ranging
from European party networks and university collaboration to informal
economic governance in the Eurozo


