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What did it mean to be middle class in late nineteenth-century Ontario?
How did the members of the middle class define themselves? Though
simple, these questions have escaped the attention of social historians
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in recent writing about Canada. The Victorian middle class, referred to
as the backbone of economic change, the motor of political reform, and
the source of one set of moral standards, has eluded systematic study.
A Sense of Their Duty corrects this and reconstructs the identities that
middle-class Victorians made for themselves in an era of economic
change.


