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With Americans paying more than 200 billion each year for prescription
pills, the pharmaceutical business is the most profitable in the nation.
The popularity of prescription drugs in recent decades has remade the
doctor/patient relationship, instituting prescription-writing and pill-
taking as an integral part of medical practice and everyday life.
Medicating Modern America examines the meanings behind this
pharmaceutical revolution through the interconnected histories of eight
of the most influential and important drugs: antibiotics, mood
stabilizers, hormone replacement therapy, oral contra



