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Our anatomy and physiology have been completely shaped by Earth's
gravity. All body systems function in synergy with this unseen force.
Yet, as we journey further and longer into space, our bodies must
conform to a new reality, wherein gravity is absent or reduced, cosmic
radiation threatens and our social and familial connections become
distant. Into Space: A Journey of How Humans Adapt and Live in
Microgravity gives an overview of some of the physiological, anatomical
and cellular changes that occur in space and their effects on different
body systems, such as the cardiovascular and musculoskeletal, and
touches on cultural and psychosocial aspects of leaving behind family
and the safety of Earth. It further addresses the complexity of manned
space flights, showing how interdisciplinary this subject is and
discussing the challenges that space physiologists, physicians and
scientists must face as humans seek to conquer the final frontier.
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Today in many studies, mental images are still either treated as
conscious by definition, or as empirical operations implicit to
completing some type of task, such as the measurement of reaction
time in mental rotation, an underlying mental image is assumed, but
there is no direct determination of whether it is conscious or not. The
vividness of mental images is a potentially helpful construct which may
be suitable, as it may correspond to consciousness or aspects of the
consciousness of images. In this context, a complicating factor seems
to be the surprising variety in what is meant by the term vividness or
how it is used or theorized. To fill some of the gaps, the goal of the
present Special Issue is to create a publication outlet where authors can
fully explore through sound research the missing theoretical and
empirical links between vividness, consciousness and mental imagery
across disciplines, neuroscience, psychology, philosophy, cognitive
science, to mention the most obvious ones, as well as transdisciplinary
methodological (single, combined, or multiple) approaches.



