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The papers in this symposium encompass a broad spectrum of gasket
technology. They are indicative of the numerous areas in which
expertise has developed. Of particular interest are the presentations
dealing with newer types of materials, especially in view of their
increasing importance. It is hoped that these papers will help to
advance the knowledge in this field by providing useful information and
by stimulating creative thought as a basis for future new development.
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The professional regime -- Precursors of change -- The triumph of
market theory -- The Federal Trade Commission takes the lead -- The
AMA case -- A question of jurisdiction -- Drawing the line between
clinical and business practices -- The quest for antitrust relief -- The
demonization of managed care.

America's market-based health care system, unique among the nations
of the world, is in large part the product of an obscure, yet profound,
revolution that overthrew the medical monopoly in the late 1970's. In
this lucid, balanced account, Carl F. Ameringer tells how this revolution
came into being when the U.S. Supreme Court and Congress prompted
the antitrust agencies of the federal government-the Federal Trade
Commission and the Justice Department-to change the rules of the
health care system. Ameringer lays out the key events that led up to
this regime change; explores its broader social, political, and economic
contexts; examines the views of both its proponents and opponents;
and considers its current trajectory.



