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John Theophilus Desaguliers made his mark on the eighteenth century
in several diverse ways. He was an assistant to Sir Isaac Newton and
later elucidated the difficult concepts of Newtonian physics in private
lectures. He was a member of the Royal Society, and was presented
with the Society's highest honour, the Copley Medal, no less than three
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times. He was a pioneering engineer: the water supply of Edinburgh,
the ventilation of the Houses of Parliament and the first Westminster
Bridge all owed him a debt. In a different sphere, Desaguliers became
the third Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of


