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A one-stop resource for researchers and developers alike, this book
covers a plethora of nanocomposite properties and their enhancement
mechanisms.With contributors from industry as well as academia, each
chapter elucidates in detail the mechanisms to achieve a certain
functionality of the polymer nanocomposite, such as improved
biodegradability, increased chemical resistance and tribological
performance. Special emphasis is laid on the interdependence of the
factors that affect the nanocomposite properties such that readers
obtain the information necessary to synthesize the polymer materi
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A massive religious transformation has unfolded over the past forty
years in Latin America and the Caribbean. In a region where the
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Catholic Church could once claim a near monopoly of adherents,
religious pluralism has fundamentally altered the social and religious
landscape. Conversion of a Continent brings together twelve original
essays that document and explore competing explanations for how and
why conversion has occurred. Contributors draw on various insights
from social movement theory to religious studies to help outline its
impact on national attitudes and activities, gender relations, identity
politics, and reverse waves of missions from Latin America aimed at the
American immigrant community. Unlike other studies on religious
conversion, this volume pays close attention to who converts, under
what circumstances, the meaning of conversion to the individual, and
how the change affects converts' beliefs and actions. The thematic
focus makes this volume important to students and scholars in both
religious studies and Latin American studies.


